
 
 

  
 

 

 

2019 Graduate Student Ethics Awards, Doctoral Students 

Essay Prompt  
 
 
Enrique Jimenez is a third-year doctoral student at State University.  He is currently co-

supervising with a senior faculty member two school counseling students while they complete 

their practicum at the local high school.  The school counseling trainees, Madeline and Farah, 

are considered stars in the counselor education program and a few faculty have identified them 

as future doctoral students.  Enrique has also witnessed these counseling students handle 

difficult cases involving parents and their children in the impoverished immigrant community 

where the school is located.  In fact, he has grown quite close to Madeline, who has shared with 

him that she is a DACA (“Dreamer”) undocumented student whose family is at risk of being 

deported.  Enrique also feels that Madeline has signaled her interest in him, but neither have 

acted on their feelings.  Enrique’s family also immigrated to the United States many years ago.  

He knows first-hand how hard it is to achieve citizenship and deeply resents the current federal 

government’s stance on Dreamers and immigration.  Farah, on the other hand, is from Turkey 

and is studying in the US on a student visa.  She is quite active in the international student 

organization, often speaking out about the plight of immigrants in the U.S. 

 

Dr. Smith, the senior faculty member, has also noticed this growing closeness between Enrique 

and Madeline and has noted as much to Enrique, even to the point of suggesting that he, as the 

senior faculty member, take over primary supervision of Madeline.  Enrique assures Dr. Smith 

that he will not act on his feelings and will maintain professional boundaries.  Dr. Smith decides 

to trust Enrique to supervise both students and does nothing more.   
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One day, Madeline and Farah invite Enrique to a rally being held at the school.  The rally is 

being sponsored by several of the teachers and lots and lots of families who either have 

relatives who are in the U.S. illegally or are considered undocumented themselves.  They send 

Enrique the invitation via Facebook, on which they are all connected as friends.  Enrique visits 

the Facebook page created by the sponsoring group and reads a detailed post authored by 

Madeline on the mental health of the current president, going so far as offering a preliminary 

diagnosis.  At the rally, he hears Farah’s speech on social justice and listens to her 

recommendations on how to legally fight deportation.  She instructs the gathering how to write 

their representatives at both the state and federal level and how to passively resist 

deportation.  Madeline on the other hand, gives a fiery speech on the evils of the current 

administration and labels many political leaders’ behaviors in specific diagnostic terms.  She 

states this with great confidence and speaks of her training at State University in counseling.   

 

Enrique is impressed with the quality of their spoken words and the passion with which they 

are delivered.  At the same time, he is troubled by Farah’s instructions on how to “passively 

resist” any legal actions and Madeline’s use of her limited knowledge of mental health issues in 

her speech.  Enrique decides he will address each of these issues in individual supervision and 

not mention it to Dr. Smith, as he does not want to hurt their chances of possibly getting into 

the doctoral program.   
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