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We love to hear success stories about our members 
advocating on the state and federal levels.  We enjoy these 
stories so much that we choose to share one of them each 
month, with you.

This month your Government Affairs team is shining the 
spotlight on Sean J. Nixon, LCPC, LMFT, NCC, and NCMHC.  
Sean earned two Master’s degrees, one in Marriage and 
Family Counseling and the other in School Counseling from 
Northwest Nazarene University.  He is a Licensed Clinical 
Professional Counselor and Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist in the State of Idaho. Sean is also a Nationally Certified Counselor and 
Nationally Certified Clinical Mental Health Counselor. Sean currently serves as the 
President of the Idaho Counseling Association. He is also active in leadership at 
the State, Regional, and National levels.  He has attended regional and national 
leadership development events and has presented at both.  He currently is on 
the ACA Task Force for Professional Advocacy, and is working on the ability for 
Counselors to bill Medicare.

Sean has met with Senator Crapo’s staff in Boise and Washington D.C. regarding 
this issue  He is also in the process setting up tours of his facility with both Senator 
Crapo’s and Risch’s staff, in order to give their staff a better idea of what the day-to-
day practice of a mental health counselor looks like .  This is a more advanced level 
of advocacy work that we encourage all members to become involved in.      

If any members are interested in this type of advocacy work please contact  
Dillon Harp at dharp@counseling.org. 

T he mission of the Government Affairs department at ACA is to enhance 
the quality of life in society by advocating for the development of Licensed 
Professional Counselors (LPCs) through any and all political channels.  We 

are working to accomplish this by fighting regulations that negatively impact the 
profession and by promoting legislation that strengthens the profession, on both 
the state and federal level. 
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Congress returns to work this month and has a large number of tasks on it’s to do list. Chief 
among these items are the possible final approval of the FY 16 National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) and funding of the federal government. As you may recall, both of these items 
contain provisions that are very important to the counseling profession. 

Some of you may recall that ACA was successful in obtaining a provision in the NDAA that, if 
passed, would expand the number of Licensed Professional Counselors that would be eligible to 
serve as independent practitioners under the TRICARE system. This provision has the potential 
to increase the number of mental health providers to members of the military and their families. 
Making mental healthcare readily accessible is absolutely critical during a time when more and 
more members of the armed services are struggling to heal from the invisible wounds of war. 

The debate over continued funding for the federal government is also important to ACA as it 
will likely include appropriations for the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Program 
(ESSCP). ACA has been working through the year to ensure the program remains intact and 
receives the same funding that it has in recent years. 

We look forward to pushing forward on these issues and others now that Congress is back in 
session, and we are very encouraged knowing that ACA members from across the country are 
ready to continue their fight for the profession!

If you would like to contact Art, he can be reached at aterrazas@counseling.org.  

The begining of the 2015 school year is already here,  both the Census Bureau and the National 
Center for Education Statistics have issued informative data just in time for ”back to school”. 
The Census Bureau’s latest “Facts for Features” edition presents Back to School data, and the 
Department’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) provides Back to School statistics. 
Check out the links provided for interesting facts and statistical information.  

If you would like to contact Guila, he can be reached at gtodd@counseling.org. 

With Congress coming back into session after a lengthy break, and as we draw closer to the 
end of the calendar year, it is time that we make another major push in our advocacy efforts.  I 
am grateful from the response I have received from members on our recent action alert dealing 
with LPCs not being able to bill under Medicare.  To date, 2,968 emails have been sent to 
members of the United States Senate, which is amazing.  I encourage everyone to continue to do 
this and to consider taking your advocacy efforts a step farther.   

If you would like to contact Dillon, he can be reached at dharp@counseling.org. 

With fall nearly upon us, attention is turning towards the 2016 state legislative sessions that 
will be here all too quickly. In August, I traveled to my home state, Colorado, for a few meetings 
and to present at the Colorado Counseling Association’s Leadership Institute. CCA has done a 
great job cultivating a relationship with the local Social Workers Association and are looking 
forward to an ambitious 2016 legislative agenda. Colorado has a unique licensure issue with 
a registered psychotherapist designation, a separate classification of mental health providers. 
Much of my work tends to focus on licensure issues, particularly in the realm of scope of practice 
concerns. I cannot emphasize enough, that providing unity in the profession, even in small ways, 
in scope of practice and title, will make advocating for the profession much more affective. I 
would encourage you, to reach out to your state licensing board and ask them to adopt the 2020 
Vision, inquire as to what that process looks like, and if they have reviewed the materials from 
ACA! As we move forward, the ability to make changes through regulatory pathways will present 
fewer hurdles, than statutory means. Please reach out to me if you have additional thoughts on 
how we can make the adoption and implementation of the 2020 Vision a reality!

If you would like to contact Kelly, she can be reached at knickel@counseling.org. 
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