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ACA Member Spotlight
We love to hear success stories about our members advocating 

on the state and federal levels.  We enjoy these stories so much 
that we wanted to share of one of them with you.

This month your Government Affairs Team would like to shine 
the spotlight on Dr. Brooke Collison.  Dr. Collison earned multiple 
degrees from the University of Kansas, before earning his Ph.D. in 
Counseling Psychology, from the University of Missouri.  He has 
had a busy professional life, with teaching stops at both Wichita 
State University and Oregon State University.  Dr. Collison also 
served as president of ACA (known as AACD at this time) from 1989-1990.  He currently 
holds the title of Professor Emeritus at Oregon State University.      
We are shining the spotlight on Dr. Collison for multiple reasons.  First off, we would 
like to express our gratitude for the amazing work that Brooke has done for the 
counseling community throughout his years as a counselor educator, and the work 
that ACA (formally AACD) accomplished under his tenure as President.  Dr. Collison also 
recently testified in front of the, Oregon Senate Committee on Human Services and 
Early Childhood, in which he gave his support for Oregon HB 2307, which would ban 
the use of “conversion therapy” on minors.  Dr. Collison’s testimony was instrumental  
in this piece of legislation passing both the Oregon House and Senate. Brooke’s 
testimony highlights the power of counselor’s advocacy, with the eloquent integration 
of his personal perspective with the facts of the subject matter.

If you would like to read Dr. Collison’s full testimony please click on the following link:   
HB 2307 - Collison Testimony.pdf

If you know of a story like Dr Collison’s, please email Dillon Harp at  
dharp@counseling.org and your story may be featured!

T he mission of the Government Affairs department at ACA is to enhance 
the quality of life in society by advocating for the development of Licensed 
Professional Counselors (LPCs) through any and all political channels.  We 

are working to accomplish this by fighting regulations that negatively impact the 
profession and by promoting legislation that strengthens the profession, on both 
the state and federal level. 
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I want to extend warm greetings to all of our members and to those of you whom are taking the 
time to read this edition of our newsletter. As you will see from the updates from the rest of the team, 
April was a very successful month for the counseling profession. We were able to fight and win several 
battles that are important to the counseling community. But while you are reading this newsletter, 
I and the rest of the Government Affairs team want you to know that none of these victories would 
have been possible without your efforts. 

The American Counseling Association is only able to advocate at the level it does because of you, 
our members. Your passion and willingness to give a voice to those who need it most are the reason 
that we can accomplish these legislative goals and help to improve the lives of so many others. If we 
did not have such wonderful members like you in our ranks, I can honestly say that we would not be 
as successful as we have been. 

But while we are celebrating these recent gains, we also have to remember that there is more work 
to do. We still have to pass legislation that would include LPCs under Medicare, ensure adequate 
adoption of LPCs into the VA healthcare system, and lay the groundwork for portability across state 
lines. But if this last month is any indication of our chances of success, I feel confident that as long as 
all members of ACA stand together, there is no fight in which we can’t hold our own!

If you would like to contact Art, he can be reached at aterrazas@counseling.org.  

ACA, along with overwhelming support from our members, was instrumental in the 
reinstatement of the Elementary and Secondary School Counseling Program (ESSCP) within the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) reauthorization. ACA continues the fight for 
school counselors as Congress begins the process of appropriating funds. In an April 28th letter, 
ACA appealed to the Labor HHS sub-committee in order to maintain the $50 million funding 
necessary to sustain the ESSCP. This amount was included in the President’s FY 2016 budget and 
we are hopeful that Congress will continue to support the program as it has in the past. Read 
the letter… The American Counseling Association is also in the inaugural phase of working with 
the Department of Education on a webinar regarding school counseling best practices.  ACA will 
have more information on this collaboration in the coming months.

If you would like to contact Guila, he can be reached at gtodd@counseling.org. 

Since our last newsletter, things have been busy on the advocacy and grassroots side of ACA.  
I am thrilled and impressed by the advocacy work that we have received from members on 
“conversion therapy” bans and ESSCP funding.  I am happy to share that many states are in the 
process of banning the practice of “conversion therapy”, and that ESSCP has been reinstated into 
the President’s FY 2016 budget.  Your Government Affairs team has also been working with ACA 
members in both Georgia and Colorado on advocating for the inclusion of LPCs under Medicare.  
I have been working with a few of our amazing ACA members in Colorado, who are preparing for 
a meeting to discuss the Medicare issue with Senator Bennett. I also conducted a Skype session 
with a group of doctoral students at Mercer University in Atlanta, on advocating for the inclusion 
of LPCs under Medicare.  If you would like to set up a similar meeting to discuss these issues and 
how to advocate for them please feel free to reach out.  

If you would like to contact Dillon, he can be reached at dharp@counseling.org. 

April has been a busy month with most states still in the throes of their legislative sessions. 
“Conversion therapy” bans remain a state legislative priority, and focus has been placed on 
Oregon, Illinois, Iowa, New York, and Massachusetts. April gave me the opportunity to speak 
about state legislative priorities and advocacy techniques at the Connecticut Counseling 
Association’s recent conference. This was also a great opportunity for me to meet more of our 
member advocates and learn about how I can better help all of you! May will send me to New 
York where we are working on important scope of practice legislation. Thanks to the tremendous 
support of our members in Colorado, a bill to implement a 7 year statute of limitations on filing a 
complaint against a mental health practitioner was passed in the House. 

If you would like to contact Kelly, she can be reached at knickel@counseling.org. 
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