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ACA Member Spotlight
We love to hear success stories about our members advocating on 

the state and federal levels.  We enjoy these stories so much that we 
want to share one of them with you.

This month your Government Affairs Team is shining the spotlight 
on Denise Magoto and Katherine Bujak-Phillips. Denise earned a 
master’s degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from the Adler 
School of Professional Psychology; Katherine earned a master’s 
degree in Counseling from Texas A&M University.  Denise has spent 
many years working in mental health and on suicide prevention, in 
Ohio and Colorado.  Katherine has spent time in Texas and Colorado, 
where she has worked in both the mental and behavioral health 
fields.  Denise and Katherine now work at the Mental Health Center 
of Denver, as Mental Health Therapists on the outpatient team.

We are highlighting these two extraordinary women for their 
recent work in advocating for Medicare reimbursement for LPCs.  
Denise and Katherine have been working extensively with ACA’s 
Government Affairs team on how to engage Senators Bennet and 
Gardner on the Medicare issue.  Recently, Denise and Katherine meet with Priscilla Resendiz, 
who is one of Senator Bennet’s Healthcare staffers, at his local office in Denver.  The meeting 
went well over an hour and they were able to talk to Ms. Resendiz about the importance of 
having LPCs covered under Medicare.  It is because of Denise and Katherine’s great work and 
other advocacy efforts that ACA is hopeful that this issue will be resolved in the near future.

If you know of a story like this, please email Dillon Harp at  
dharp@counseling.org and your story may be featured!

T he mission of the Government Affairs department at ACA is to enhance 
the quality of life in society by advocating for the development of Licensed 
Professional Counselors (LPCs) through any and all political channels.  We 

are working to accomplish this by fighting regulations that negatively impact the 
profession and by promoting legislation that strengthens the profession, on both 
the state and federal level. 
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I want to begin by thanking you for taking the time to read this newsletter. Reading this is an 
important step in advocating for your profession. We continue to enjoy policy success but these 
victories have only occurred because ACA members have taken the time to let their voices be heard. 

We are optimistic that a bill will be introduced in the Senate this month that would allow LPCs to 
be covered under Medicare. After introduction of the bill, ACA will announce the news and inform 
our members about how to advocate to get this bill passed. We will need you to request that your 
Senators become co-sponsors of the legislation, especially if you live in Georgia or Idaho. 

This time we need a little more help than we have in the past year. We need to go beyond 
contacting our legislators. We need to coordinate our efforts, visit local offices and speak directly to 
the staff to ask that our Federal lawmakers support this legislation. 

A personal request from a constituent is a powerful thing. Last year a Republican member of the 
House signed onto this legislation immediately after being asked to do so by an ACA member. These 
individuals are elected to serve you and look after your interests but they cannot do that effectively if 
you do not communicate with them. 

If you are interested in becoming part of these efforts, you can contact Dillon Harp or myself. We can 
get this bill passed but in order to do that we must be relentless in the fight. I look forward to working 
with all of you!    

If you would like to contact Art, he can be reached at aterrazas@counseling.org.  

The ACA Government Affairs team along with Dr. David Kaplan participated in a press event for 
the office of Congressman Lieu that introduced H.R .2450 – the Therapeutic Fraud Prevention Act; 
which would be the first federal ban on so-called conversion therapy. You can track the bill here .

 In other news, the House is expected to resume consideration of H.R. 5 – The Student Success 
Act. This would reduce the federal footprint and restore local control, while empowering parents 
and education leaders to hold schools accountable for effectively teaching students.   

There is no definitive word on when the Senate will take up bill  S. 1177 -ESEA bill ( Every Child 
Achieves Act of 2015); designed to rectify the shortcomings of the prior reauthorization, No Child 
Left Behind (NCLB). ACA will monitor all three bills and keep you updated as things progress.

If you would like to contact Guila, he can be reached at gtodd@counseling.org. 

As in our last update your Government Affairs team has been busy once again.  Over the past 
few months ACA has had great success influencing major pieces of legislation that will impact the 
counseling community.  These changes could not have happened had it not been for the amazing 
advocacy work that we have received from our members.  ACA members have sent 99 emails to 70 
different state officials in Illinois and Oregon regarding legislation banning “conversation therapy” 
for minors.  ACA members have also been active in advocating for changes regarding TRICARE/
CACREP.  I love when I see such hard work from our members’ payoff!  As mentioned in our member 
spotlight, having face to face meetings with your elected officials’ staff is another effective form 
of advocacy.  If this is something that you would be interested in then please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  As always it is truly an honor to be able to work with all our ACA members, and ACA 
will continue to fight for the betterment of the counseling profession.     

If you would like to contact Dillon, he can be reached at dharp@counseling.org. 

As many of you have heard (and positively responded to – thank you!), banning “conversion 
therapy” has been an ACA priority. May has been exceptionally exciting on this advocacy front as 
the ban in Oregon, HB 1351 was signed into law and on May 29th, and a similar piece of legislation, 
HB 217 cleared its final hurdle in Illinois with a bipartisan vote in the State Senate. It is hard to 
express what an accomplishment it is to have two of these bills make it out of state legislatures in 
the same year but for context, prior to 2015 the only states/jurisdictions with bans in place were 
New Jersey, California, and Washington DC, which were passed in three different years. Meanwhile, 
I voyaged to New York where I had the opportunity to meet with ACA-NY branch members and 
discuss advocacy strategies, as well as current scope of practice legislation. As always, if there are 
issues in your state that you are concerned with, please do not hesitate to reach out to me! 

If you would like to contact Kelly, she can be reached at knickel@counseling.org. 


