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Hi reader! If you have 
not already, then you will 
quickly notice that this edition 
is a little bit different than our 
regular newsletter.  Normally, 
in this section you would find 
our member spotlight for 
the month of July; however, 
with ILT being this month, we 
thought what better way than 
to spotlight all of our members 
that will be advocating for the 
counseling profession during 
ILT this month.

ILT, the abbreviation for the Institute for Leadership Training, will take place in the 
Washington D.C. metro area from July 21st to July 25th. We are expecting around 150 ACA 
members to attend this year, where they all will participate in various leadership content 
sessions, and be able to meet with their respective members of Congress.

This is a great chance for our leaders in Washington to be able to hear directly from ACA 
members, and for ACA members to become familiar with how the legislative process works 
on the federal level.  While this is a great opportunity for those members that are able to 
attend ILT, we also recognize that not every member has the ability to come advocate in 
DC.  While conducting face to face meetings is an effective form of advocacy, there is still 
much more work that you can do in your home town and state.  If you have any questions 
about how you can become involved in the various forms of advocacy work, please contact 
Dillon Harp, at dharp@counseling,org.  

T he mission of the Government Affairs department at ACA is to enhance 
the quality of life in society by advocating for the development of Licensed 
Professional Counselors (LPCs) through any and all political channels.  We 

are working to accomplish this by fighting regulations that negatively impact the 
profession and by promoting legislation that strengthens the profession, on both 
the state and federal level. 
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Art- As we move closer to August, Congress has begun the race to accomplish as many 
legislative tasks as it can before its members adjourn for the traditional August Recess. The House 
of Representatives has sent over several spending bills to the Senate and both bodies have 
already completed passage of the FY2016 National Defense Authorization Act. 

Efforts to include more Licensed Professional Counselors are also gaining ground. Earlier this 
month, Senator Jon Tester (D-MT) introduced S. 1676, a bill to improve the Veterans Affairs (VA) 
workforce. This important piece of legislation would call on the VA to include more Licensed 
Professional Counselors in the VA’s health professional trainee program and clarify VA standards 
to allow LPCs who have a doctoral degree to be employed by the VA. 

We look forward to working on this and other important issues that you will read about in this 
newsletter throughout the year.   

If you would like to contact Art, he can be reached at aterrazas@counseling.org.  

 The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee provided funding for the Elementary and Secondary 
School Counseling Program (ESSCP) in their appropriations bill for the 2016 fiscal year. While ACA 
appreciates that Chairman Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) and the Labor-HHS Subcommittee continued to fund 
the ESSCP, we have concerns that the bill cuts half the funding ($23.3 million) of this program, and 
the funding of more than 40 other programs. The ESSCP is the only federally-funded program that 
promotes hiring school counselors.

ESSCP is one of many programs that exists within the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA). The Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations bill as reported by the Senate Appropriations 
committee cuts aggregate ESEA funding by $873 million below FY 2015, a cut of 3.7 percent. This 
would be the lowest level of funding for ESEA since FY 2002. The Senate bill, known as the Every Child 
Achieves Act (ECAA), is expected to be up for debate on the Senate Floor beginning July 7th. We will 
keep members updated as these issues progress.

If you would like to contact Guila, he can be reached at gtodd@counseling.org. 

The end of fiscal year 2015 brought us good news and additional things for us to work on in fiscal 
year 2016.  ACA is pleased to announce that bi-partisan legislation has been introduced in the House 
of Representatives, which calls for LPCs to be covered for reimbursement under Medicare. This bill 
number is H.R. 2759 and we expect a Senate version to be introduced in the next few months. I want 
to thank everyone who has reached out to their elected officials regarding this issue; it is because of 
YOU that this happened! While this is great news, our work on the grassroots and advocacy on this 
issue cannot stop!  Be looking for new and innovative ways to advocate on this issue and other issues 
impacting the counseling profession in FY16.  I am confident that this new fiscal year will be one of 
the best for you and for ACA!  As always if you would like to get involved or have any questions about 
ACA’s advocacy efforts, please contact me at dharp@counseling.org         

If you would like to contact Dillon, he can be reached at dharp@counseling.org. 

The end of June also marked the end of many more state legislative sessions. However, ACA 
remains as busy as ever advocating for the profession and preparing for some of you, to visit us this 
month! Last month we continued work with an ACA member in the U.S. Virgin Islands to progress 
legislation to create a licensing board in that territory. Meanwhile, ACA has begun the process of 
asking state boards to adopt the title and scope of practice as agreed upon through the 2020 vision 
project. The adoption of the 2020 Vision agreement will strengthen the counseling profession by 
supporting a unified voice and vision for the profession. Now is a great time to strategize how we can 
strengthen the profession through both regulatory pathways and state legislation; if there are issues 
in your state that need to be addressed, I would always love to hear from you. And, I hope that I will 
have the opportunity to meet more of you, our best advocates, later this month at the ILT!

If you would like to contact Kelly, she can be reached at knickel@counseling.org. 


