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We love to hear success stories about or members 
advocating on the state and federal levels.  We enjoy these 
stories so much that we want to share one of them with you.

This month your Government Affairs team is shining 
the spotlight on Dr. Caroline M. Brackette, LPC, ACS.  Dr. 
Brackette earned her bachelor’s degree in Psychology 
and Communications from the University of Toledo.  She 
then went on to receive her masters and doctoral degree 
in Counselor Education from the University of Toledo.  Dr. 
Brackette currently serves as the Assistant Dean for Graduate Programs and as an 
Associate Professor of Counseling at the Penfield College of Mercer University- 
Atlanta.  She also serves on the Professional Standards Committee at ACA, and is a 
peer grant reviewer for the Department of Education.

We are highlighting Dr. Brackette for all of the amazing work that she has done, 
not only for ACA, but for the entire counseling community.  In particular we would 
like to highlight the work that Dr. Brackette has done on the lack of coverage for 
LPCs under Medicare.  Earlier this year Dr. Brackette, worked closely with ACA’s 
Government Affairs team and was able to arrange a Skype session with her 
masters and doctoral students.  During this Skype session, we were able to talk to 
her students about the obstacles we face on the Medicare issue, as well as effective 
ways to advocate.  We have already set up dates to do a similar Skype session 
with her new students and we would encourage any members who would be 
interested in setting up a similar session to please contact Dillon Harp at dharp@
counseling.org.    

T he mission of the Government Affairs department at ACA is to enhance 
the quality of life in society by advocating for the development of Licensed 
Professional Counselors (LPCs) through any and all political channels.  We 

are working to accomplish this by fighting regulations that negatively impact the 
profession and by promoting legislation that strengthens the profession, on both 
the state and federal level. 
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I’m happy to announce to all of you that a new bill was recently introduced that calls for Medicare 
to begin recognizing Licensed Professional Counselors. S. 1830, the “Seniors Mental Health Access 
Improvement Act”, was introduced by Senator John Barrasso (R-WY) and Senator Debbie Stabenow 
(D-MI). As you all know, Medicare recognition has been  a top priority for ACA for many years and we 
are very grateful that we have champions in the Senate that are looking to improve access to mental 
healthcare for our nation’s seniors. 

In a press release regarding the bill,  Senator Barrasso was quoted as saying, “As a doctor, I know 
firsthand how important it is for patients to have access to mental health services…In Wyoming, long 
distances and bad weather can make it hard to receive quality care. Our rural communities also face 
challenges in recruiting and retaining providers – particularly mental health professionals. Our bill 
addresses this by giving Medicare patients greater access to mental health services closer to home.”

Now that this bill has been introduced, it is vitally important that every single ACA member contact 
their U.S. Senators and demand that those Senators co-sponsor this legislation. Counselors have 
waited to long for recognition and our seniors deserve equal access to mental healthcare. You can call 
on your Senators to co-sponsor by clicking here.   

If you would like to contact Art, he can be reached at aterrazas@counseling.org.  

 The Senate passed S. 1177, also known as the Every Child Achieves Act, by an overwhelmingly 
bipartisan vote of 81-17. The Every Child Achieves Act moves the nation’s educational system 
towards collaborative strategies of addressing poverty and educational inequality. The bill 
also provides states with increased flexibility and responsibility for developing accountability 
systems. This Senate legislation kept the ESSCP (The Elementary and Secondary School 
Counseling Program) alive. The House version of ESEA (HR5) eliminated the ESSCP. 

On July 30th John Kline (R-MN), Bobby Scott (D-VA), Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Patty Murray 
(D-WA) met to form a conference committee to reconcile the differences between the two bills 
and develop a bicameral agreement.  The House passed the Student Success Act on July 8.The 
Senate passed the Every Child Achieves Act on July 16.  Senator Alexander said “we should be 
able to achieve that this fall”.  We will keep you informed as things develop. For information on 
the conference process please click here or here.

If you would like to contact Guila, he can be reached at gtodd@counseling.org. 

July proved once again to be a busy and productive month for ACA.  We had an amazing 
turnout for the 2015 ACA ILT.  This was a great event where ACA members from the across the 
country participated in various leadership training sessions and were given the opportunity to 
visit Capitol Hill and advocate for the profession! I am sure most of you already have heard the 
great news about S.1830! While we are excited about this new bill, this also means that we have 
some major advocacy work to do on this issue.  If you are interested in getting involved on this 
issue or other advoca        

If you would like to contact Dillon, he can be reached at dharp@counseling.org. 

I am pleased to have seen so many  familiar faces and to be afforded the opportunity to meet a 
number of member advocates in the past month! While we are still waiting for Governor Rauner 
to sign legislation prohibiting the practice of conversion therapy on minors in Illinois, legislation 
is beginning to move in Massachusetts. In a joint committee meeting, testimony was heard on 
July 28th regarding HB 97, an Act relative to abusive practices to change sexual orientation and 
gender identity in minors. ACA submitted written testimony however, I am always looking for 
individuals willing to testify on behalf of the profession at hearings like this one. Often times 
we do not have a lot of advanced notice on hearings so if you may be interested in being called 
upon regarding opportunities to testify, please let me know! Another member is stepping up to 
the plate this month and will testify at a Committee hearing in the U.S. Virgin Islands in support 
of legislation creating a professional licensing board. This month, I look forward to working on 
strategies with local branches and members to deal with various scope of practice issues around 
the country!

If you would like to contact Kelly, she can be reached at knickel@counseling.org. 


