WAYNESBURG COLLEGE

PSY 507:  Introduction to Mental Disorders 

Fall II/2007

Facilitator:  James M. Hepburn, Ph.D.

Office: 724-743-2257
e-mail: jhepburn@waynesburg.edu

Office Hours: Mon, Thurs, Fri, 9:00-4:30 @ Southpointe, or by appointment.

Course Description:  This course will provide an overview of psychopathology and the socio-cultural factors that influence our conceptions of mental health and mental illness.  The causes, symptoms, and treatments of a variety of mental disorders will be presented focusing on the impact mental illness has on individuals, family and culture.  Understanding the specific criteria for diagnosing psychiatric disorders using the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-IV-TR) will be emphasized.    

Course Goals:

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

· Articulate the competing concepts and cultural influences of mental health;

· Develop a thorough understanding the etiology, symptomatology, phenomenology, and treatment of a variety of mental disorders;
· Garner a respect and compassion for those who suffer from mental illness, thereby enabling the student to better serve those in need;
· Demonstrate knowledge of DSM diagnostic criteria;
· Discuss relevant and appropriate use of diagnosis and treatment within the context of counseling psychology;
· Identify cultural, social, racial, and gender differences relevant to understanding mental health and mental illness.
Required Texts:
American Psychological Association. (2000).  Diagnostic and statistical manual (4th ed., 

     text revision) DSM-IV-TR.  Washington D.C:  Author.   ISBN: 0890420254   

Sacks, O. (1985).  The man who mistook his wife for a hat.  New York:  Touchstone.

     ISBN:  0684853949

Showalter, E. (1996).  Hystories.  New York:  Columbia University Press.  
     ISBN: 0231104596
Styron, William (1992).  Darkness visible.   New York:  Vintage Books.  

     ISBN:  0679736395

Course Evaluation:
Attendance Policy:

Attendance to all classes is expected and will be documented.  You are responsible for all material presented in class even if you are absent.  In certain extreme circumstances, a student may have an absence authorized, but only if they have contacted the instructor prior to the absence via email to explain the cause of their absence.  Each unauthorized absence will result in a 5% reduction of your final course grade. Four or more total absences—whether authorized or unauthorized—will result in failure of the course.  Students who miss a class for any reason must submit a general outline and brief summary of the material that was covered in the readings assigned for the missed class.

Policy for Make-Up Work and Late Assignments:  Late work will be assessed at 10% penalty up to one week late.  After one week, assignment is not accepted.

Grading Scale: 


A
93-100






A-
90-92






B+
87-89






B
83-86






B-
80-82






C+
77-79






C
73-76






F
Below 73%

Class & Online Participation: You are expected to come to class or to log-on to your computer at the designated time.  In-class meetings will begin at 6:00PM. You are to be prepared to participate by virtue of having read the assigned material and completed the assigned activities.  

Term Paper:  A final integration paper will be required.  This is a formal paper which is to be an integration of the material learned from the texts, lectures, classroom discussions, and practical work.  It is to be about 8 pages in length (although ultimately you should decide for yourself how many pages you need to articulate your ideas clearly and concisely.  It is expected that, in comparison with reflection papers, the ideas presented in this paper will be more theoretically based and will employ more sophisticated arguments and critical evaluations of the ideas presented in the course.  The paper will account for 50% of your final grade.  

On Line Discussions (Discussion Board):

The facilitator will post a question, discussion topic, or other academic item each week from week 1 through week 7.  Each student will be required to respond to the item within 2 days of the posting.  Before the next class meeting the student will be required to respond to 2 of the other student’s responses.  (The facilitator may assign a team consisting of 4 students who will respond to each other consistently throughout the course, or the instructor may allow students to respond freely to any of their classmates.) The facilitator will actively participate in the discussions and will grade each week’s on line assignment using the rubric provided in the documents section of Blackboard.  
Course Evaluation Summary:


-Term Paper
         
= 50%


-Discussion Board   
= 40%

-Class Participation  
= 10%

Plagiarism/Academic Integrity

The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of teachers and scholars.  The College has a responsibility for maintaining academic integrity to protect the quality of education, research, and co-curricular activities on our campus and to protect those who depend upon our integrity… This means that all academic work will be done by the student to whom it is assigned without unauthorized aid of any kind.”   

Assignment Prior to Start of First Class: Assignment for the first class:

  Read the following sections of The man who mistook his wife for a hat:

-The preface to the book


-Chapters: 21, 1, 2, & 10 (preferably in this order)

Class Schedule of Assignments and Activities:  
WEEK ONE:  Developing an Empathic Attitude; Appreciating the Dignity of 
Individuals with Psychological & Neurological Disorders:  The man who mistook 
his wife for a hat, chapters 21, 1, 2, & 10

WEEK TWO:  Developing an Empathic Attitude; Appreciating the Dignity of 
Individuals with Psychological & Neurological Disorders, continued:  The man 
who mistook his wife for a hat, chapters 3, 9, 11, 12, 22, & 23.  The DSM-IV-TR, 
“Introduction” & “Use of the Manual.”

WEEK THREE:  Affective Disorders.  Darkness visible. & DSM-IV-TR.

WEEK FOUR:  Anxiety Disorders, Somatoform Disorders, Facticious Disorders DSM-
IV-TR.

WEEK FIVE:  Schizophrenia, Dissociative Disorders, Eating Disorders:  DSM-IV-TR.

WEEK SIX:  Personality Disorders/Historical and Cultural Contributions to Identifying 
and Diagnosing Mental Illness:   DSM-IV-TR  & Hystories, chapters 1-7.

WEEK SEVEN:  Personality Disorders, continued: DSM-IV-TR & Hystories,  chapters          
from 8-14.  Final Papers Due.
Week Eight:  Presentation of Final Papers and Wrap-up.
**All classes will meet on campus from 6:00-10:00 PM. 

--The content of this syllabus is subject to change by the instructor with appropriate notification--
