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COURSE PURPOSE

This course explores the college admission process, with emphasis on current issues confronting school counselors, application and admissions criteria for various types of colleges and college counseling for special student populations.  Students gain an understanding of the resources available to counselors in the college admission process including print material, software, web sites and organizations.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Following the structure of the knowledge dimension of Krathwohl’s (2002) revision of Bloom’s taxonomy, course objectives will include:

Factual Knowledge – 
· Students will learn terminology associated with the discipline of college admissions counseling.
· Students will learn specific details and elements of the profession of college admissions counseling.
Conceptual Knowledge - 

· Students will learn classifications and categories of the field of college admission counseling.
· Students will learn principles of the profession of college admission counseling.
· Students will learn theories, models, and structures of college admission counseling practice and college access.
Procedural Knowledge- 
· Students will learn appropriate skills required to counsel for college admissions and access.

· Students will practice application of specific techniques and methods.

· Students will learn and apply criteria for determining when to use appropriate procedures.
Metacognitive Knowledge- 
· Students will evaluate existing theories and models to determine appropriate strategies for enhancing college access and helping students choose colleges and secure admissions.
· Students will incorporate contextual and conditional knowledge in assisting with college search, access, and admissions.
· Students will develop awareness of their own beliefs and biases regarding college and the admission process, and how this impacts their work with students.
CONCEPTUAL STRUCTURE

The course is rooted in theories of college access and admission, but will have strong practical application component.  Meeting over the course of three weekends, the class will immerse students in the experience of the college search.  Rather than leaning exclusively on lectures, guest speakers will be invited to share their expertise.  Furthermore, the course will capitalize on Vanderbilt’s proximity to myriad college campuses and take “road trips” each weekend.  This will allow students to tour diverse campuses, meet with local college representatives, and experience classes in other college settings.  Beyond the basic admission process, students will also consider how to address the impediments to college access, such as race, income, and parental college attainment, as well as the counselors’ own beliefs and biases.  Readings will center on one textbook and supplemental articles to be posted online.  Projects will be practical and reflective in nature, culminating in a creative project that can be used in a school-based setting.
CLASS FORMAT & ACTIVITIES
Classes have a lecture component as a base with practical, applied elements included each weekend.  As learning is a co-construction between the “teacher” and the “learner”, an emphasis is placed on elements of both a seminar and a workshop depending on the topic at hand.  Didactic presentations are complemented by films, group activities, and guest lecturers.  It is expected that students actively participate in all activities and discussions.  Personal exploration of a student’s own beliefs about college admission and access is necessary for a complete understanding of the material.  Many classes – or portions of classes - will be scheduled off-campus in order to provide students with exposure to a variety of college settings.  In most cases, students should be able to drive short distances for these classes.  For longer trips, transportation will be arranged.

Use of Learning Technology

The HDC program is gradually increasing its use of various learning technologies to enhance the academic environment.  The following likely will be utilized to some extent during the course:

Laptop Computers:  Since so much of the college admission process today is conducted online, students are encouraged to bring a laptop computer to class, or to sit near someone who has one.  The Peabody library also has laptops available for checkout.  Periodically, the instructors and guest speakers may refer to websites that you can explore during the discussion.  Still, computer screens can be a barrier to fully engaging in the construction of knowledge.  During class, therefore, if online material is not being discussed, please use laptops only for taking notes.  Refrain from using computers for surfing the Internet, instant-messaging, e-mail, etc.  Cell phones are not to be used during class for calls, tweets, texts, and so forth.
Audio Recording:  Instructors plan to audiotape as much of the class content as possible and to post online each week along with the PowerPoint slides.  If students must miss any portion of class, they are encouraged to review the lecture recordings.  Limited videotaping may be done as well. 

OAK, Powered by Blackboard:  The OAK (Online Access to Knowledge) environment refers to a set of tools that enhance the students' academic experience, including course management systems and other technology-related tools that mediate learning.  The system will used to post grades, assignments, lecture recordings, and PowerPoint slides.  E-mails will be sent through OAK, and there may be some experimentation with virtual classroom technology.  Articles will also be posted on OAK, which will have a link to the library’s E-Reserve system.
TEXTBOOKS AND READINGS
There is one required textbook for the course:

National Association for College Admission Counseling [NACAC] (2008). Fundamentals of college admission counseling: A textbook for graduate students and practicing counselors, 2nd edition. Dubuque, IA:  Kendall/Hunt. 

Additional readings may be posted on E-Reserve, which can be accessed through the Electronic Reserves link in OAK (http://www.vanderbilt.edu/oak/).

ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS

Students will be given a variety of college applicant cases from which to choose during the first weekend.  Each case will capture a student with certain issues/barriers regarding college access.  You will choose one case, and then multiple assignments will incorporate this case.
Classroom Guidance Lesson Plan – 
20% (DUE JUNE 4)
Letter of Recommendation – 
10% (DUE JUNE 5)
Personal Essay – 


15% (DUE JUNE 11)

Site Visit Journal and Paper – 
15% (DUE WEEKLY AND JUNE 19)

Student Access Case Study Paper – 
30% (DUE JUNE 25)
Class Participation – 


10%
Classroom Guidance Lesson Plan – 20 percent (DUE JUNE 4)
You will prepare a classroom guidance lesson plan for a topic related to college admission counseling that can be delivered in a standard 45-50 minute class of middle or high school students.  Make sure you define the audience to whom your lesson will be directed, and ensure that the lesson is sensitive to that audience’s particular college access concerns.
Letter of Recommendation – 10 percent (DUE JUNE 5)
Students will create an original letter of recommendation for the chosen student case.  Points will be awarded for simply completing the assignment.  Students are to bring a copy of the letter to class on Saturday, June 5.  Classmates will critique each other’s letters before turning them in that day.

Personal Essay – 15 percent (DUE JUNE 11)

Students will answer one of five essay questions from the Common Application, which is used by about 300 colleges and universities.  Essays should be written as if you were applying to college today.  Essays are not to exceed 500 words.  80 points will be awarded for simply completing the assignment.  The remaining 20 points will be awarded based on a standard 6 point rating system used by college admissions offices (5 = 20 pts, 4 = 16 points, 3 = 12 points, etc.).  Essays awarded a “6” will earn four extra credit points for the assignment.
Site Visit Journal and Paper – 15 percent  (DUE WEEKLY AND JUNE 19)
As part of the course, we will visit and tour three college campuses (Fisk, Nashville State, and Tennessee Technological Institute) and two high schools (University School of Nashville and Centennial High School).  In addition, students are asked to visit two additional campuses before the final weekend.  Students are encouraged to team up for these visits, if possible, and each visit should be arranged through admissions offices (more clarification and a list of schools will be provided in class).  After each of the visits (including both class and personal visits), students should post a reflection on OAK Discussion Board within 48 hours of the visit.  We will take a few minutes in class for students to talk about their additional sites.  Students will receive 70 points total for posting a reflection after each visit.  Finally, students will submit a comparative reflection paper (2-3 pages), synthesizing their findings and thoughts after all seven visits.  The reflection paper is worth 30 points and will be due June 19.
Student Access Case Study Paper – 30 percent (DUE JUNE 25)
Each student case option will list 6-10 colleges the student has initially selected…there will be a distribution of safety valve schools, reach schools, and excellent matches.  You will analyze these selections and describe how you would work with the student to narrow these selections to three (one safety, one reach, and one excellent match).  As part of the assignment, students must describe their process and rationale for narrowing to those three schools, including a brief explanation of why schools were not selected.  Your paper will identify potential issues/ barriers and develop a plan to clear a pathway to college.  The paper must also address institutional changes to the overall college admission system and process that might be necessary to better accommodate cases like yours.  Students should draw upon class discussions, readings, and resources, as well as extant articles and resources as needed – indeed, in order to fully explore the topic, students should use sources beyond the textbook.  An additional “reflection” section will examine the student’s own beliefs and biases that arose while completing this assignment.  Papers should be 10-15 pages long.  Papers must be submitted in APA style.  In addition, it is expected that all sources will be cited in a reference page.  For this reason, each student should utilize the APA Style Manual (6th edition).
Class Participation – 10 percent
Students will actively participate in all activities and discussions.  Assigned readings are integral to class discussions and the learning process, and readings should be completed prior to class.  Class participation will be evaluated by monitoring physical attendance and oral participation in class discussions.  As this is a weekend course, attendance is especially important.  Should you need to miss any class time, it is recommended you miss only a portion of any class day and then review any available recordings or slides.  The lectures will usually focus on main themes of those readings rather than surveying the material in its entirety.  Students are responsible for knowing the material as evidenced through class discussion and written work.  

GRADING AND EVALUATION
Work will be graded on the following basic criteria, utilizing concepts from Krathwohl’s (2002, p. 215) revision of Bloom’s taxonomy.  Some assignments will emphasize certain criteria more than others.
· Remember & Understand Content – Product shows skills of recognizing, recalling, interpreting, exemplifying, classifying, summarizing, inferring, comparing, and explaining.
· Application of Concepts and/or Tools – Product executes and implements a concept, theory, or instrument appropriately and accurately.  
· Analysis of Material – Product breaks material into its constituent parts and detects how the parts relate to one another and to an overall structure or purpose.  Shows skills of differentiating, organizing, and attributing.
· Evaluation of Concepts – Product makes judgments based on criteria and standards.  Shows skills of checking, critiquing, and validating.

· Creation – Product puts elements together to form a novel, coherent whole or make an original product or idea.  Shows skills of synthesis, generating, planning, producing, and original thought.
· Academic & Technical Proficiency – Product shows clarity, flow, spelling, grammar, and correct use of citations.
Not all the assignments, obviously, will emphasize each area.  An assignment sheet will be created for each project delineating which of the areas will receive grading emphasis and how. 
Late papers may lose five points for every day late unless approved by the instructor due to an emergency or special need.  The Vanderbilt Honor Code applies to all assignments.

Grading Scale:





A+
98-100

C+
77-79





A
94-97

C
74-76





A-
90-93

C-
70-73




B+
87-89

D+
67-69





B
84-86

D
64-66





B-
80-83

D-
60-63
OFFICE HOURS

As this is a summer course, and one of the instructors has an office off-campus, no regular office hours will be kept.  Students are welcome to schedule meeting times as needed.  

Policy on Instructional Modifications
Students who have a disability or condition which may impair their ability to complete assignments or otherwise satisfy course criteria are encouraged to meet with the course instructor to identify, discuss, and document any feasible instructional modifications or accommodations.  Students may contact the Opportunity Development Center in the Baker Building (322-4705 or www.vanderbilt.edu/odc) for information and auxiliary aid.
COURSE CALENDAR

Friday, May 21

The Counseling Landscape



Site Visit:  University School of Nashville


READINGS

· Ch. 1 – Counseling & College Counseling in America’s Schools
· Ch. 3 – Why Understand Research on College Choice?
· Ch. 4 – Nuts & Bolts: Operating a College Counseling Office

· Ch. 11 – Counseling the Crowds: Using People, Programs, and Publications to Work Effectively with Larger Caseloads

· Ch. 13 – Professional Organizations and Resources for College Counselors

OTHER TOPICS:

· Making the most out of a college visit

· National Model for Comprehensive School Counseling
Saturday, May 22 
College Access and Student Populations




Site Visit:  Fisk University


READINGS

· Ch. 17 – The Changing Landscape of Higher Education

· Ch. 7 – Making the Transition to College:  Working with Students and Families

· Ch. 8 - Working with Diverse Student Populations

· Ch. 10 – Counseling Students with Learning Disabilities

OTHER TOPICS:

· Current issues and controversies in college admissions

Friday, June 4

Understanding Application Criteria



Site Visit:  Centennial High School
READINGS

· Ch. 21 – Need- Based Financial Aid and Merit-Based Scholarships
· Ch. 9 – College Counseling, the Student Athlete, and the NCAA

OTHER:

· College application timelines and deadlines

Saturday, June 5
Understanding Application Criteria (continued)
Guest Speakers:  College Admissions Officers Panel and Vanderbilt Financial Aid Office Representative
· Ch. 18 – The Basics of College Admission Testing

· Ch. 19 – The Admission Essay

· Ch. 20 – The Counselor Letter

Friday, June 11
Higher Education Options/Avenues to a Degree
Site Visits:  Nashville State Community College & Tennessee Technology Center at Nashville



READINGS
· Ch. 14 – Options in Higher Education

· Ch. 15 – How Community Colleges Can Help Your Students

· Ch. 16 – Alternative Routes to a College Degree 
Saturday, June 12
Customizing Practice



READINGS

· Ch. 2 – Ethics in College Admission Counseling

· Ch. 6 – Technology in College Admission Counseling

· Ch. 12 – Early College Awareness: The Middle School Years

Reference:
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