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The mission of Gannon University’s Community Counseling Program is to educate and train professional counselors who are committed to the wellness of individuals, families, groups, and the greater community. The philosophy of the program focuses on the development of the competencies required of professional counselors. The program is committed to (a) enhancing students’ knowledge of counseling theory and concepts; (b) developing strategies to facilitate human growth and development over the lifespan; (c) providing skills and training requisite of generalist entry-level counseling practitioners; (d) developing multicultural competencies; (e) promoting the development of sound legal and ethical decision-making skills; and (f) preparing individuals for national certification and professional licensure. Although students are typically drawn from the regional area, applicants with diverse backgrounds and from outside the region are encouraged to apply. Students are guided to embody and contribute to the spirit of diversity to which the program and profession are committed. 

Required Texts:

Morrison, J. R. (2006).  DSM-IV made easy.  New York, NY:  The Guilford Press.
American Psychological Association (2001).  Diagnostics and statistics manual  (4th ed.).  American Psychological Press.

Eriksen, K. & Kress, V. E. (2000).  Beyond the DSM story.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publishing.
Rationale:
Course Description: 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the concepts of psychopathology and normalcy; and to the major diagnostic categories of the current DSM and their etiologies.  Emphasis is placed on differential diagnosis and understanding how cultural, biological, social, and psychological factors are necessary when developing a holistic and ethical model of assessment and treatment planning.
Course Outcomes:
Knowledge











      
Students will: 







       

 
   Comm.










                 CACREP    PDE Coun.
	A.
	Demonstrate an understanding of the general principles and methods of case conceptualization, assessment, and diagnoses of mental and emotional status in counseling and psychotherapy;
	II.K.8
	I.f,g
	1 -3 

	B.
	Recognize distinct strategies and techniques in diagnoses and treatment relating to developmental crises, exceptional behavior, addictive behavior, psychopathology, and situational and environmental factors that affect both normal and abnormal behavior;  
	II.K.8.a
	I.f,g
	1-3 

	C.
	Differentiate the risks and benefits of using diagnostic labels in counseling individuals, groups, couples, and families;
	II.K.8.b
	I.f,g
	1-3

	D.
	Distinguish various principles, models, and applications of needs assessment, program evaluation, and use the findings to effect program modifications;
	II.K.8.d
	I.f,g
	1-3   

	E.
	Compare and contrast diversity issues relating to diagnosing and treating abnormal behavior as well as using relevant treatment methods with diverse populations.  
	II.K.8.e
	I.f,g
	1-3


Skills

Students will:

	A.
	Demonstrate an ability to assess and diagnose abnormal behavior and assign multi-axial diagnoses in counseling and psychotherapy;
	II.K.8.c
	I.f,g
	1-3

	B.
	Delineate the application of a holistic model of assessment and diagnosis that integrates culture, biological, social, and psychological factors, with diverse populations, to develop effective treatment plans. 
	II.K.8
	I.f,g
	1-3


Attitudes & Values
Students will:

	A.
	Develop an appreciation for the ethical, legal principles and guidelines in diagnosing and treating abnormal behavior. 
	II.K.8.e
	I.f,g
	1-3


Instructional Methods and Activities:

The method of instruction in the classroom is a combination of lecture, discussion, and small group work.  Students are encouraged to ask questions during the lecture for clarification or further discussion of concepts that are not entirely clear.  Class discussions will be used to critically review and analyze summaries of current research.  Small group work will be used to provide hands-on learning experiences using concepts discussed during the lecture.
Methods of Evaluation/Assessments/Evidence:

1. Commitment to class and learning.  Students are expected to attend class, prepare for class by reading the assignments, participate in the activities and discussions and come prepared to contribute.  
2. Personal Theory of Psychopathology – no more than 10 pages. This paper should include (a) your definition of “psychopathology,” (b) your theory of the etiology and progression of "pathology," (c) the implications of this theory for treatment (i.e., goals of treatment, major counseling techniques), (d) the roles of therapist and client in the process of counseling, and (e) the implications of this theory for time limited counseling (i.e., managed care).  The paper must conform to APA Style (5th Edition) 
3. Case Studies – two case studies presented to class.  Presentations should include: a description of the individual, multi-axial diagnosis, and treatment plan.  Limited to 15 minutes each.  References and handouts should be available to the class.  A rubric for evaluating the case studies will be handed out.
4.   Mid-Term Exam – Diagnostic Criteria – multiple choice, true/false – Knowledge identification

      and differential diagnoses, including cross-cultural variations of criteria.  In class (computer 

      lab).
5.   Final Exam – Case Studies – open book/notes.  Diagnosis, conceptualization, and treatment

      plan.  Ethical and cross-cultural issues must be addressed.
Course Requirements/Grade Assignment








Course Requirements:







Percentage/Weight:
Class Participation, Preparation & Homework





10
Personal Theory Paper








20
Case Studies
 









20
Mid-term Exam









25
Final Exam










25
Grading Criteria/Scale (percentage):
A+    =  98-100  
A-  = 90-93

B   = 83-85


C  =70-79  

A      =  94-97

B+  = 86-89
 
B-  = 80-82 


Below 70 Must Retake Class 

Commitment to Diversity
The Community Counseling Program establishes and supports an environment that values the diverse and unique nature of human experiences and backgrounds.  We enrich our personal and professional lives by exemplifying Gannon University’s call to demonstrate professional respect for the dignity of every person.  

Utilization of Technology

The Community Counseling Program supports the Technical Competencies for Counselor Education Students (1999) advocated by the Association for Counselor Education and Supervision.  Courses and faculty utilize all available technology to meet course outcomes and promote the technological competence of counseling students.    


Academic Integrity  

Gannon University considers the maintenance of academic integrity of utmost importance.  Absolute integrity is expected of every Gannon student in all academic undertakings.  Community Counseling students are held to the Academic Integrity in the current Graduate Catalog.  
Class Policies:

The instructor reserves the right to modify or change the syllabus or course requirements at any time during the semester.  Students shall be informed of any changes accordingly.  
Late assignments are subject to grade penalty.  Should students be unable to meet their commitments for this course due to extraordinary circumstances (e. g., prolonged illness), it is their responsibility to notify the instructor immediately and keep the instructor informed of the situation.
· Attendance is very important. Absences may affect your grade. Absence in two or more classes in a course may result in a failing grade except in cases of emergency or extreme hardship. These extra ordinary circumstances may be considered, but students are responsible for contacting the professor prior to the absence or in as close proximity to the absence as possible.
· All phones, pagers, and other electronic devices are to be turned off in class.  Participation is expected in each class.  Students are expected to complete out of class assignments, readings and be prepared to actively apply this information and material in class.  
· Resolution of Concern with an Instructor:  If you have a concern with an instructor or a course, the resolution begins by speaking with the instructor.  If the concern continues after this conversation, speak with the chair/director of the instructor’s department.  Any continuing concerns should be taken to the Dean’s Office in the College of Humanities, Business, and Education in PAC 1000
Course Topics

· Theories of Psychopathology, Etiology, and history of Treatment
· Taxonomies of abnormal/normal behaviors, emotions, thoughts

· Diagnostic criteria of major DSM-IV-TR conditions

· Multi-axial Diagnosis

· Cross-cultural issues for mental health conditions

· Models for conducting assessment

· Differential diagnosis

· Case conceptualization

· Treatment planning 

· Legal and Ethical considerations in psychopathology, diagnosis, and treatment planning
	DATE

	
	#
	CHAPTER
	GCOU 631           TOPICS TO BE COVERED IN CLASS
	ASSIGNMENTS

	Jan. 15
	
	1
	EK Intro, 1 


	Abnormal Behavior, History of Psychopathology,
Biomedical Model, Scientist-Practitioner or Reflective-Practitioner?
	

	Jan. 22
	
	2
	EK 2,3,4 

M Intro
DSM Intro
	Ethical Challenges of Diagnosis, Multicultural & Feminist Perspectives

Clinical Assessment and Diagnosis using the DSM-IV-TR

	

	Jan. 29
	
	3
	EK 5, 9
M 1, 2
DSM 135-190
	 Psychotherapy as Art Based on Science, Developmental Constructivist Model
Delirium, Dimentia, & Amnestic; Disorders due to General Medical 
	

	Feb. 5
	
	4
	M 3 & EK 6
DSM 191-296
	Substance-Related Disorders
Case of Janelle & Her Mother
	

	Feb. 12
	
	5
	M 4 & EK 7
DSM 297-344
	Schizophrenia & other Psychotic Disorders
Case of Ana & Mark
	Personal Theory of Psychopathology Due

	Feb. 19
	
	6
	M 5 & EK 8
DSM 345-428
	Mood Disorders
Case of Ellen
	

	Feb. 26

	
	7
	M 6, 7, 8
DSM 429-518
	Anxiety Disorders

Somatoform Disorders; Factitious Disorders
	

	Mar. 5
	☻
	
	No Class
	SPRING  BREAK (March 1-9) 
	

	Mar. 12
	
	8
	M 9, 10
DSM 519-582
	Dissociative Disorders
Sexual & Gender Identity Disorders
	

	Mar. 19
	
	9
	
	Mid-term Exam – MEET IN COMPUTER LAB
	

	Mar. 26
	
	10
	M 11, 12
DSM 583-662
	Eating Disorders; Sleep Disorders
Treatment Planning I
	

	Apr. 2
	
	11
	M 13, 14
DSM 663-684
	Impulse Control Disorders; Adjustment Disorder
Treatment Planning II
	

	Apr. 9
	☻
	
	
	EASTER BREAK (April 9-14)
	

	Apr. 16
	
	12
	M 15, 16
DSM 685-730
39-134
	Personality Disorders

Disorders usually Diagnosed in Infancy, Childhood, or Adolescence  
	

	Apr. 23
	
	13
	
	Case Study Presentations
	Case Studies

	Apr. 30
	
	14
	
	Case Study Presentations
	Case Studies

	May  7
	
	15
	No Class
	Final Exam – on ANGEL – DUE May 7 - 
	


This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the professor



M = Chapters in Morrison












EK = Chapters in Eriksen & Kress
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