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SYLLABUS
I.
COURSE TITLE:  COU 6668 – Foundations, Contextual Dimensions, and

                                        Knowledge and Skills of School Counseling                                  




      3 Semester Hours

II.
PREREQUISITES:  Graduate standing

III.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed as a specialization course in school counseling.  It provides the student with a comprehensive foundation for the delivery of school counseling services.  It provides an overview and understanding of historical perspectives and the role of counseling in the educational setting and its services within the total school program.  It includes some techniques used by school counselors, diversity in counseling, the organization of school counseling programs, and the application of legal and ethical guidelines.  It provides the role of the administrator, teacher, counselor, student, and parent in the development of proper rationale and implementation procedures.

IV.
RATIONALE:  Students in the graduate counseling program training for professional counseling as a career need a foundation of school counseling so they may acquire insight and understanding regarding the growth and development of this unique service and how to provide it.

V.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES:

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

A.
establish, develop, and implement a counseling program at the elementary or secondary education level.

B.
select counseling activities and experiences that would be appropriate to each level.

C.
be knowledgeable of the skills and competencies required for the school counselors as described by the ASCA National Standards for School Counseling.

D.
perform and satisfactorily meet the indicators and competencies of the state model as required by the Mississippi State Department of Education.

VI.      ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  It is expected that a student attending Mississippi

           College will be scrupulously honest.  Therefore, plagiarism and cheating will be dealt with in accordance with the policies of the university.  These policies are listed at www.mc.edu/publications/graduatecatalog.html.   

VII.
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:

A.
Interactive lecture/discussion


B.
Explanation


C.
Questioning


D.
Cooperative learning


E.
Student presentations


F.
Group (large and small) discussions

VIII.
ASSIGNMENTS:

A.
Prepare a notebook to organize and develop a comprehensive counseling

program.  The notebook is to be typewritten and organized.  Be specific and detailed.  Use actual examples of forms that you plan to use at your school site.  Forms from the State Department of Education’s Mississippi School Counseling Curriculum Framework may be used.  Include the following in the report/notebook (15%):

1.
Detailed description of school:  Grades, urban/rural community, socioeconomic status, minority populations, physical setting of school, number of counselors, faculty support staff other than counselor, etc.

2.
Needs Assessment.  How are the needs of the students determined in developing a guidance program?  Provide a copy of a needs assessment.

3.
Counseling and Guidance Committee.  How is committee selected? Who is on committee?  How does committee assist in guidance program and determination of student needs?

4.
Administration.  How does administration fit into the guidance program?

5.
Faculty and other school personnel, parents, community.  How do faculty and staff fit into guidance program? Parents? Community?

6.
Philosophy of counseling program (not the school’s philosophy.)

7.
Specific goals and objectives of program.  Cover the areas of personal/social, vocational/career, and academic students’ areas.  How do the basic guidance interventions meet these goals and objectives?

8.
Outline job description of counselor.

9.
Budget, materials

10.
Annual calendar of planned activities.  Be specific by months and weeks.

11.
Develop a weekly schedule.  How is time organized?

12.
Technology.  How is it utilized?

13.
Legal and ethical concerns.  What is to be considered?

14.
Evaluation.  How is program evaluated to continue meeting the needs of students, and for effectiveness?

THIS SHOULD BE LIKE A CURRICULUM GUIDE 

FOR SCHOOL COUNSELING PROGRAM
B.
One topic from the tentative schedule will be assigned to each student.  Make a 20-minute class presentation with handouts or transparencies.  This will be due as scheduled.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted.  (10%)

C.
Read four recent (not over three years old) journal articles relating to school counseling.  (Write an abstract plus your reaction to the articles on a 4x6 index card.  Use proper bibliographical notation, APA style, 5th ed.  You will be called upon to share information gleaned from your reading with the class, after which index cards are to be turned in to me.)  Attach a copy of the original article with your index card.  (10%) 

D.
Develop a group project addressing counseling skills, techniques, etc., which would be helpful in dealing with school-related issues.  Present and write in a format suitable for professional presentation.  You must include a title, goal (purpose), and maximum 75-word program summary and 6-10 page content paper with references.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  Presentations will be due as scheduled.  (15%)

E.
Take final exam.  (50%)

IX.     EVALUATION:  The evaluation for grade assignment is based on the percentages indicated for each assignment listed in VIII. A-E.

 X.
OTHER COURSE INFORMATION:


A.
Attendance Policy


Attendance and participation in class are expected.  An excessive number

of absences will adversely affect the final grade for the course.

B.
Withdrawal

The last day to drop a course for the semester or term is listed at 


www.mc.edu/publications/graduatecatalog.html. Students cannot 

 
withdraw after that date with a “W” (passing) unless the following three

criteria are met:

1.
Extenuating circumstances (clearly outside of student’s control)

2.
Passing the course at time of withdrawal

3.
Does not have excessive absences at the time of withdrawal

If you desire to withdraw from the university, contact the office of the Dean of Graduate Studies directly for the proper withdrawal procedure.  Failure to properly withdraw from a course will result in a grade of “F.”  Deadlines for withdrawal are the same as those for dropping courses.

C.
Policies related to students with disabilities

Any student whose disabilities fall within ADA must inform the professor and contact Dr. Buddy Wagner in the Counseling Center (601.925.3354) or by mail at Box 4016, Clinton, MS  39058 at the beginning of the term of any special needs or equipment necessary to accomplish the requirements of this course.

D.
Christian principles will be incorporated in this course.


Electronic recording of any sort will not be permitted in any class without written permission.


The information expressed in this syllabus is not intended to and shall not be taken as binding on the specific day-to-day inclusion of the materials to be covered in the class.  The dates, chapters, topics, tests, etc., are offered only as a general guideline of the subject matter that this class will or may cover.

XI.    TEXT AND BIBLIOGRAPHY:
 A.
Textbook (required)


Baker, S.B. & Gerler, E.R. (2008).  School counseling for the twenty-first 

                       century. (5th ed.)  New York: Merrill.

         B.
Supplementary References:


American School Counselor Association.  Special theme section:  Suicide 

                         and the school counselor.  School counselor, 37, 328-390.

Burgess, D. (1991)Total quality counseling.  Marco products, Inc.  

                        Warminster, PA.


Busby, D.M. (1996).  The impact of violence on the family.  Boston:  Allyn 

                        & Bacon


Carlisle, E.V. (Oct. 1985-July 1989).  The Northeast Mississippi Daily 

                       Journal.  Tupelo, MS:  Selected readings.


Conoley, J.C. & Conoley, C.W. School consultation.  Pergamon General

   Psychology series

Fisher, & Sorenson, G.P. (1996).  School law for counselors, psychologists,

   and social workers.  White Plains, NY:  Longman

Fulghum, R. (1986).  All I really need to know I learned in kindergarten. 

   New York:  Random House

Fuller, M.L. & Olsen, G. (1998).  Home-school relations.  Boston:  Allyn &

   Bacon

Glasser, W. (1969).  Schools without failure.  New York:  Harper and Row

Holgren, V. (1996).  Elementary school counseling.  Boston:  Allyn &

   Bacon

Huey, W. C. & Remley, T.P. (1989).  Ethical and legal issues in school

   counseling.  Alexandria, VA:  American Association for Counseling and

   Development

Jacobs, E. (1992).  Creative counseling techniques:  An illustration guide. 

   Odessa:  Psychological Assessment Resources

Kellerman, H. & Barry, A. (1997).  Handbook of psycholodiagnostic 

   testing.  Boston:  Allyn & Bacon

Myrick, R.D. (1997).  Developmental guidance and counseling:  A

   practical approach.  Minneapolis:  Educational Media

Orton, G. (1997).  Strategies for counseling with children and their

   parents.  Boston:  Allyn & Bacon

Remley, T.P. & Herlihy, B. (2005).  Ethical, legal, and professional issues 

   in counseling.  Prentice-Hall

Thompson, C.L. & Rudolph, L.B., Henderson, D.A. (2004).  Counseling 
   children.  Belmont CA:  Wadsworth, Brooks/Cole.

XII.   INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:

 This course will include lecture, class discussion, demonstrations, modeling of 

 effective teaching strategies, cooperative learning activities, and a field-based

 component.

XIII.  INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:

Dr. Edith V. Carlisle


110 Lowrey Hall


601.925.3867 or 601.925.3841


ecarlisl@mc.edu 
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