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University of Houston – Victoria
Community Agency Counseling
CED 6350

Summer 2008
WEBCT – On Line

Mary G. Mayorga, Ph.D., LPC-S, NCC, CCDS, CART
University West, Room 253
mayorgam@uhv.edu
Office Hours:
 Monday and Tuesday (Victoria Campus) 4 – 5:30 p.m. or by appointment.
Required Text: MacCluskie, K. C. & Ingersoll, R. E. (2001). Becoming a 21st century agency counselor. Brooks/Cole Thomson Learning. CA.
Course Description:

This class will provide an overview of community agency counseling, the role of the counselor in communities, prevention, outreach, systemic issues, multicultural issues in community agency counseling, advocacy and social change, and service delivery programs. Ethical issues and consultation in community agencies will also be discussed. 
Course Objectives:
Student Will:
1. become familiar with the historical, philosophical, societal, cultural, economic, and political dimensions of community counseling. (CACREP 7. CC. A.1.; C.1.).
2. become familiar with issues of professional identity, including licensure and counseling. (CACREP 7. CC. A. 2.).
3. attend to ethical and legal considerations related to the practice of community counseling (CACREP 7. CC. A. 3., A. 4.; B. 2.).
4. understand the role of diversity and equity issues in community counseling (CACREP 7. CC. A. 5.).
5. apply strategies for community needs assessment to design, implement, and evaluate community counseling interventions, programs, and systems. (CACREP 7. CC. B. 3.).
6. become familiar with systematic processes for diagnosis (standard intake, multiaxial diagnosis) (CACREP 7. CC. C. 5.).
7. understand the roles of community counselors in various practice settings and the relationships between counselor and other professionals in these settings, in addition to the principles of service delivery. (CACREP 7. CC. C. 1. 2.).
8. be knowledgeable of the appropriate therapeutic modalities for initiating, maintaining, and terminating counseling, including the use of crisis intervention, and brief, intermediate, and long-term approaches (CACREP 7. CC. C. 7.).
9. understand the role of advocacy and social change within the context of community counseling. (CACREP 7. CC. B. 4; C.3.6.).
Please download the following codes of ethics: Code of Ethics is standards that counselors follow. It is important to familiarize yourself with the Code of Ethics that the counseling profession follows.
American Counseling Association. Code of ethics and standards of practice.

Alexandria, VA: Author. (Available at www.counseling.org). REQUIRED.
Course Requirements:

1. Attendance and active participation are a necessary and vital part of the course. Active participation includes actively logging on to WebCT on a weekly basis,  completing reading assignments and activities assigned (on WebCT and as outside projects). Nonparticipation will result in points being deducted from your final grade. PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL PROFESSOR IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO LOGON TO WEBCT OR IF YOU EXPERIENCE ANY PROBLEMS WITH WEBCT.

2. Reflection Papers: Students will write two reflection papers on what it means to be a professional counselor. These reflective papers are subjective and are your own thoughts and ideas on your reasons for choosing this profession. There will be a midterm reflection paper and a final reflection paper each worth 25 points. This is an opportunity for you to discuss where you see yourself now and where you see yourself in the future in regards to this field. The midterm reflection paper is due: June 27th  and the final reflection paper is due: August 1. There is no assigned number of pages for this reflection paper and you do not need to follow any particular format. A drop box will be provided for submission of your reflection papers.
3. Students will have nine questions (one per week: worth 5 points each) that pertain to different topics relating to community agency counseling. You will be expected to answer these questions and submit them by the following due dates: 
Question 1: due date June 6
Question 2: due date June 13

Question 3: due date June 20

Question 4: due date June 27

Question 5: due date July 3

Question 6: due date July 11

Question 7: due date July 18

Question 8: due date July 25

Question 9: due date August 1

A drop box will be provided for submission of your question and answer.
4. Written Assignment: Students will complete one written assignment that addresses mental health issues/problems/trends that confront community counselors. These topics include, but are not limited to: family violence, substance abuse, adolescent issues, parenting problems, sexual abuse (adult, adolescent, child). Articles are to be taken from a recent (2000 or later) scholarly journal. Empirical studies, literature reviews, and theoretical articles are all acceptable. The paper will be 4-6 pages in length, excluding title page and reference page (worth 50 points). Please use APA format for your title page, body of paper and your reference page and cite appropriately. Plagiarism will result in an automatic failing grade. Due Date: July 25. A drop box will be provided for submission of your article.
5. Agency Review: Students will provide an in-depth review of a counseling agency. Sections to be included in the review are: mission statement, agency goals, target population, staff patterns (who is hired as counselors; what is their credentials and how many on staff), future employment opportunities for counselors, sources of funding, salaries, types of services offered, client demographics (i.e. sex, age, ethnicity), mean number of sessions per client, and how the agency interfaces with other agencies. The final section of the paper will consist of your personal reaction to the agency (i.e. would you work there? Why or why not?) The paper will conform to APA format standards. Please use appropriate headings. The paper will be 4-6 pages in length, excluding the title page and reference page (worth 50 points). Grading will be based on the content, clarity, and thoughtfulness of the paper, as well as adherence to APA format. Due Date: July 18. A drop box will be provided for submission of your agency review.
6. Examination: There will be one comprehensive exam worth 100 points.
Membership in a professional organization: As a counseling professional you are encouraged to join a counseling organization. ACA, TCA, ASCA are some examples of professional organizations. 
Grading:

.
Comprehensive Exam      100 points

  

Article                                50 points

Agency Review                  50 points

Reflection Papers (2x25)    50 points
Questions (9x5)                  45 points

Total points            295 point
Students with disabilities:
If you require special services because of a disability, please notify the Office of Student Relations so that the University may provide appropriate support services to facilitate your learning. Refer to the Student Handbook (p. 12) and the UHV Catalog (Student Relations section, Students with Disabilities subsection).

Academic Honesty:

Students are expected to read, understand, and abide by the University’s policy on Academic Dishonesty. The policy is published in the UHV Student Handbook (in hardcopy or at http://www.uhv.edu/handbook/). 
Academic Support:

A variety of academic support services are provided by the University’s Academic Center (http://www.vic.uh.edu/ac/index.htm). An on-line tutoring and editing service for written work (http://www.vic.uh.edu/ac/tutoring/online.html) is offered, but the ultimate responsibility for a student’s written work, including adherence to APA style, rests solely with the student.
Availability of the Instructor:

The instructor is available to you by office phone, email, or by personal appointment to discuss your progress in the course or to answer any questions you may have about course content and requirements. Mondays-Thursdays, you can expect a response to emails or voice mail messages within 24 hours or less.

Miscellaneous:
WebCT offers a tutorial for students. If you are having trouble with your WebCT please make sure you contact the WebCT IT person. Please notify the professor as soon as possible if you are having trouble with your webct and are unable to complete or send your assignments.
PAGE  

